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David Allen Jones/Special
(ENLARGE)

Douglas Weathersby, a
34-year-old Atlanta native, now 
living near Boston, blurs the 
boundaries between art and work 
with his home repair and cleaning 
company.
 

David Allen Jones/Special
(ENLARGE)

Douglas Weathersby's Solomon 
Projects exhibits feature a 
temporary office using 
photomurals of his real office in 
Malden, Mass., outside Boston. 
The exhibits continue through June 
16.
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"I always had to clean [up my 
studio] so I could see what I was 
doing. Cleaning and painting, 
cleaning and painting. That gave 
me the idea to make cleaning a 
performance."
--Douglas Weathersby

EXHIBIT PREVIEW

"Wandern."
Inspired by Douglas Weathersby, 
Solomon Projects has created a 
lounge/work space in the main 
gallery with furniture from 
Retromodern and a group exhibit 
of artists who explore the notion of 
space. Also, it is hosting a series 
of lectures by artists and 
architects, poetry readings and 
film screenings. Through June 16. 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Solomon 
Projects, 1037 Monroe Dr. 
404-875-7100. 
www.solomonprojects.com.
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Douglas Weathersby, who runs a cleaning and home repair company called Environmental Services, is heading to his
office. Wearing a T-shirt emblazoned with his logo, he gets out of his similarly marked van, a box of doughnuts in
hand, and rings the buzzer for Ñ Solomon Projects?

Huh? The man who spent the weekend cleaning a trash-filled parking lot has his office in a Virginia-Highland art 
gallery? Well, yes: Weathersby is an artist, and cleaning is more than a day job.

"I like blurring boundaries," says the 34-year-old artist, showing off his temporary 
digs, a space at Solomon Projects that features his favorite knickknacks and 
photomurals that depict his pleasantly messy home office in Malden, Mass., 
near Boston.

Artist Robert Rauschenberg famously declared he wanted to act in the gap
between art and life. This Atlanta native goes one better: There is no gap at all
Ñ between art and commerce, or form and function.

Cleaning and holding office hours count as performances. The office is an art 
installation. His van is a rolling gallery, bedecked with his photographs. He 
designs his ads and promotional materials, including the video he taped at the 
parking lot.

It's like that moment in the film "Chinatown" when Jack Nicholson slaps Faye 
Dunaway because she identifies a character as both her sister and her daughter. 
If you remember Nicholson's confusion and subsequent comprehension that the 
character is both, you'll understand.

Weathersby finds inspiration in his work sites for other artworks. In a video 
shown last year at the Contemporary, he focused on the play of suds on a car 
he was washing and turned it into an abstraction. SCAD professor Steve 
Aishman compares the repetitive motion of this ritualistic cleaning to Tibetan 
monks making a sand mandala.

Unlike those holy men, however, Weathersby leavens his actions with a sense of 
the comic. His ads, for instance, are the opposite of artful. (For evidence, see 
his Web site, www.drwservice.com.)  In fact, they actually aspire to be 
pedestrian.

"I'm into the Valu-Pack aesthetic," says the Atlanta College of Art alum, flashing 
an impish grin.

Weathersby's path to enlightenment was roundabout. A printmaking major at 
ACA, he began graduate school at Massachusetts College of Art as a painter 
but felt out of sorts. Learning about Robert Irwin, the influential California artist 
known for art that emphasized perception and experience as opposed to objects, 
was pivotal. But housekeeping was his real epiphany.

"I always had to clean [up my studio] so I could see what I was doing," he 
explains. "Cleaning and painting, cleaning and painting. That gave me the idea to 
make cleaning a performance."

For his master's thesis show, he cleaned out his studio and arranged his junk in 
the gallery, including lint balls, garbage cans, nails arranged carefully by size and, 
he says "this amazingly beautiful, minimal carpet of dust." The prospect of 
entering the real world after his 2003 graduation sealed the deal.

"I was about to graduate, and I had no job," he says, gesturing in despair as if 
re-enacting the moment. "Then it occurred to me, why not get paid to clean?"

Many of his clients are art lovers who get a kick out of his shtick. But certainly
not all. WeathersbyÑ who charges $30 per hour and is looking for gigs here in
August Ñ readily admits that despite his artistic intentions, there are plenty of
occasions when work is just work.
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